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Our Mission

At the Foundation for the Diocese of Helena, everything
we do begins with and radiates from the person of
Jesus the Christ. As such, the work of the Foundation is
primarily a ministry that begins in gratitude for what God
has given, grows through humility by participating in the
divine life of generosity, and finds its culmination in the
joy and freedom of this relational reciprocity between
souls and their Creator. As a Catholic foundation, we
endeavor to accompany all people of western Montana in
this ministry by upholding the following principles:
a. We are guided by the apostolic mission of the
Diocese to serve and strengthen our parishes,
ministries, and communities in perpetuity;
b. We believe we have a responsibility to build the
Church through the passionate sharing of our
mission and by inviting individuals to participate
with us;
c. We believe we have a charitable responsibility to
fund those most in need through our established
grants program;
d. We believe we have a fiduciary and social
responsibility to preserve and manage our
endowments in perpetuity while maintaining our
identity as an independent nonprofit separate from
the Diocese;
e. We are transparent and honest in everything we do;
with all our constituents and with each other.
The Foundation is entrusted to honor and respect the
generous sacrificial offerings of donors to ensure that the
gifted funds become the means of best expressing our
Lord’s love in this world.

[re] Introducing the Foundation
As the new Executive Director, I am so pleased to (re)
introduce you to the Foundation for the Diocese of
Helena. The Foundation began in 1978 as the Western
Montana Catholic Foundation. Through evolutions
of names and the leadership of trustees from across
the state, the Foundation has grown into a healthy
organization with more than $38 million in assets. I
feel so blessed to serve the Lord and the people of this
Diocese. I am humbled and grateful for the path that has
led me to this point.
I grew up going to St. Matthew’s in Kalispell, attended
Carroll College then began a career in youth ministry
in the Flathead Valley where I served for three years. I
married the love of my life, Andrea, and together we
moved east where I earned my Master’s in Pastoral
Ministry from Boston College. I was offered a position
in campus ministry at Carroll College and was blessed to
have served the young adults there for seven years.
Unexpectedly, God called me in a new direction . . .
fundraising. My kneejerk reaction was “absolutely not!”
My heart was made for ministry! Then God reminded me
there is no greater gift for a soul than the opportunity to
be generous. It frees the soul to be more like Jesus, who
gave us everything. I opened myself to the possibility of
this work and was transformed! For me, fundraising is
a ministry.
This work inspires me to give and live more for God
every day. I meet people who love Jesus and are
passionate about bringing the truth and beauty of the
Catholic faith to our Diocese for countless generations. It
is joyful and challenging work, and I am so thankful God
has chosen me to be part of the Foundation’s history.
We recently rebranded the Foundation and are excited to
share the new logo (on the cover) with you. This logo puts
Christ at the center of everything we do. The Foundation
is a ministry that perpetuates our faith into the future.

An Important

Thank You
Jeanne Saarinen led
the Foundation for nine
years and helped the
organization handle
difficult and complex
situations with strength
and intelligent solutions.
She heeded God’s calling
and, in doing so, became
one of the most amazing
gifts the Foundation has
ever received.
We wish Jeanne all God’s
blessings and thank her for
the innumerable talents
she used to grow and
nurture the Foundation.

I would love to hear from you. My direct
line is (406) 389-7051; and my email is
dthies@diocesehelena.org. Thank you
for your support. May God bless you in a
special way.
In Christ,
Daniel Thies, Executive Director
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From a Catholic
perspective, ethical
and socially
responsible
investing, as the
strategy has come
to be known,
requires us to
evaluate specific
investments in
terms of how
those companies
or entities protect
life, promote
human dignity, act
justly, enhance the
common good, and
provide care for the
environment.
- USCCB Socially
Responsible Investing
Guidelines, 2021
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Catholic Principled Investments
With more than $38 million in assets, the Foundation for
the Diocese of Helena takes our responsibility to wisely
invest and shepherd the gifts given for the benefit of our
parishes, missions and ministries very seriously. Our
Investment Policy reads [in part]:
. . . as a Catholic organization, the Foundation draws the
values, directives and criteria which guide its financial
choices from the Gospel, universal Church teaching and
USCCB statements.
In an effort to conform to these investment guidelines,
the Foundation directs its advisor(s) purchasing
individual securities to:
• Avoid investment in companies whose activities
include direct participation in or support of
abortion, contraceptives and/or scientific research on
human fetuses;
• Avoid investments in companies which derive a
significant portion of their revenues from the sale or
production of pornography;
• Exclude from the Foundation’s portfolio those
companies which are engaged in the production
or delivery of first-strike nuclear weapons,
indiscriminate weapons of mass destruction and
anti-personnel land mines;
• Invest in companies that uphold the highest
environmental standards, support environmental
goals including climate change, protection of living
organisms and ecosystems, and protection of water
and natural resources.
The Foundation for the Diocese of Helena is grateful for
the blessings we have been given through donations,
and we pray daily to our Lord Jesus Christ that we might
remain good and faithful stewards of the generosity show
to our faith.

Funding Our Parishes . . . Forever
What if our parishes didn’t need to worry about money?
It’s a provocative question, isn’t it? Funding is one of the hardest challenges our parish
priests face and takes hours of their time. But what if it didn’t have to be this way?
The Foundation for the Diocese of Helena has established an endowment for
every parish and mission in our Diocese. Estate gifts, as well as monthly gifts, from
parishioners to the endowment fund of the parish close to their heart, can make this
dream of completely funding a parish possible. It is a gift that will bless your parish for
generations, bringing Christ to more people.
A great example of this in action is St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Hamilton. Thanks to
the estate and monthly gifts from parishioners, the church is focusing on ministry in a
myriad of different ways.
With stellar guidance and devotion to building their endowment, the St. Francis
Finance Council has been able to focus on the ministry of their parish, rather
than fundraising.
We urge you to consider a donation or estate gift to your parish’s endowment
fund. Gifts of every size are always welcomed. You can give online to the parish
endowment of your choice at fdoh.org and do a one-time gift
or schedule monthly gifts to be processed automatically.
What would life be like if our parishes could focus
more on ministry and community and less on
keeping the doors open?
There would be the
opportunity to grow
our faith across
our Diocese in
unimaginable
ways.
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Please continue to pray for our Seminarians
and for more priestly vocations.

Jamie
Severson

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the innumerable graces
You bestow on the Diocese of Helena.With great confidence,
we ask You to continue to bless us by raising up an
abundance of good and humble men who give their lives as
priests of Your Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ.
We ask for the intercession of St. Joseph to help the men You
are calling to the preisthood. Grant that they become like
him: prayerful and responsive, humble and bold, gentle and
strong, joyful and courageous. May they fervently seek to
know Your will and generously say yes to it.
We ask this in the Name of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, the High Priest.

Amen

DETATCH THIS PAGE AT PERFORATION AND HELP US PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS.

Dcn. Matthew
Christiaens

Thirteen Seminarians!

DETATCH THIS PAGE AT PERFORATION AND HELP US PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS.

Our Diocese has 13 men called to follow Christ as his apostles. The
Foundation focused on fundraising for their education in 2021
because, as blessed as our Diocese is to have this many seminarians,
it comes at a cost. And that price tag is $50,000/seminarian/year. But
our faith-filled constituency responded to a plea for help and not
only did the Diocese raise $1.8 million for seminarian education, the
Foundation raised nearly $147,000 (including a $25,000 grant match)
for the Seminarian Education Endowment!
We raised the endowment contributions primarily through a series
of receptions held across our diocese with Catholic business owners.
The Montana Endowment Tax Credit allows business owners
to receive a tax credit of 20% of the value of outright gifts made
to endowments and individuals can receive a tax credit equal
to 40% of the charitable value of a planned gift through our
annuity program.
We are so grateful for the generosity and enthusiasm of our
parishioners as they share their gifts to support the seminarians and
continue to offer their prayers. It was a pleasure to meet so many
people as we traversed the state.
The sequel to this story is that more men have discerned a call to the
seminary beginning in the Fall of 2022. The Foundation will continue
our efforts to fund our seminarians. If you’d like to learn how you can
utilize the Montana Endowment Tax Credit to make a gift, please call
the Foundation at 406-389-7050.
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Then Jesus took the
loaves, gave thanks,
and distributed
them to those who
were reclining, and
also as much of the
fish as they wanted.
When they had had
their fill, he said to
his disciples, “Gather

Loaves,
Fishes,
&
Legacy Gifts

the fragments left
over, so that nothing
will be wasted.” So
they collected them,
and filled twelve
wicker baskets with
fragments from the
five barley loaves
that had been more
than they could eat.
When the people saw
the sign he had done,
they said, “This is
truly the Prophet, the
one who is to come
into the world.”
John 6:11-14

The story of the loaves and fishes is a favorite
Bible story for many of us. It illustrates how Jesus
provides for us with great bounty. It shows that we
cannot outgive the Lord.
Legacy gifts—leaving part of your estate for the
church after you pass—has a similar impact on
our parishes and Catholic ministries. No matter
what the size, this type of gift keeps on giving
for generations to come. It’s a gift of faith for
your children, your grandchildren, your greatgrandchildren and beyond. Endowments at the
Foundation for the Diocese of Helena make this
happen. Endowments are gifts that are invested in
the market. The original gift, or principle is never
touched, and the return on the investment is used
to make distributions to the parish or ministry of
your choice in perpetuity. In short, it is a gift that
keeps on giving and growing for generations!
An estate gift to an endowment is like making a
Sunday offering to your parish, or a ministry close to
your heart, for years to come. This type of gift can effect
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Here is an example of a
gift of $10,000 toward an
endowed fund. Over 25
years, it will distribute
$13,110.95! Each year the
fund grows and provides
funding for years!

Initial Gift: $10,000
After 5 Years *
Market Value...........$10,640.82
Annual Distribution...... $472.93
Administration Fee........ $131.37
Total Distributed...... $2,306.96
After 10 Years *
Market Value.............$11,322.71
Annual Distribution...... $503.23
Administration Fee........$139.79
Total Distributed........$4,761.75

change for generations. It is a way to recognize the
blessings the Lord has provided us in our lifetime and
use those blessings to share our faith into the future.
When Jesus’s disciples gathered the fragments
of fish and bread, it filled 12 wicker baskets. Your
legacy donation will fill the hearts of our Catholic
communities with a gift that will continue to
multiply. Please pray about leaving an estate gift
through the Foundation for your local parish
or a special ministry. As you consider how
much to leave and to where, we can share what
endowments are available. We have an endowment
for every parish in our diocese, multiple Catholic
ministries and we can create a named endowment
for your family. We will work with your attorney/
financial planner to answer any questions.
Gifts of all sizes are impactful and welcomed.
Please consider how to make your final gift one
that multiplies, like the loaves and fish, and help
“feed” our faith. Because of your generosity, future
generations will be able to grow and live their faith.

After 15 Years *
Market Value...........$12,048.29
Annual Distribution.......$542.17
Administration Fee....... $148.74
Total Distributed....... $7,916.02
After 20 Years *
Market Value............$12,820.37
Annual Distribution......$569.92
Administration Fee....... $158.28
Total Distributed...... $11,314.39
After 25 Years *
Market Value............$13,641.93
Annual Distribution......$606.31
Administration Fee....... $168.42
Total Distributed...... $13,110.95
* Using an average market
return of 7% from our portfolio;
administration fees of 1.25%;
annual distribution of 4.5%
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BY THE NUMBERS
Fiscal Year 2021

$38,404,601
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SUMMARIZED STATEMENT OF
FINANCIAL POSITION
ASSETS

Cash & Equivalents......................................................1,876,804
Investments................................................................ 30,467,012
Pledges Receivable for Legendary Lodge........................13,429
Note Receivable...............................................................193,210
Other Receivables............................................................... 4,525
Charitable Remainder Trusts.......................................... 574,182
Gift Annuities Held by Diocese...................................... 272,714
Legendary Lodge Land & Buildings,
		 Net of Depreciation................................................. 3,370,964
Other Assets......................................................................... 5,630
TOTAL ASSETS.................................................... 36,778,470

LIABILITIES

FINANCIAL
REPORT
Fiscal Year 2020
$11,279,310
Parish Ministries
$8,408,925
Bishop's Pastoral Outreach
$5,639,629
Priestly Support
$2,116,248
Youth & Young Adult Ministry
$1,398,648
Other Diocesan Ministries

Grants & Endowment Distributions Payable............... 339,914
In-kind Contribution
		 of Legendary Lodge to Diocese.............................. 3,546,102
Gift Annuity Obligations................................................ 275,278
Other Payables......................................................................6,752
TOTAL LIABILITIES............................................ 4,168,046

$747,997
Other (Non-Diocesan)

NET ASSETS

$338,920
Operations Reserve

Unrestricted - Operations.............................................. 338,919
Unrestricted - Board Designated................................... 233,893
Unrestricted - Board Designated
		 for Legendary Lodge................................................(182,073)
With Donor Restrictions............................................32,219,685
TOTAL NET ASSETS............................................ 32,610,424

$1,406,117
Guatemala Mission
$1,274,630
Aid to the Needy/Social Justice

$32,610,424 Total Net Assets

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS................. 36,778,470

SUMMARIZED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
REVENUE

Contributions..................................................................390,364
Investment Gains & Income.........................................1,153,576
Miscellaneous Revenue.......................................................4,553
In-kind Contribution Revenue 		 Legendary Lodge......................................................... 113,453
Change in Cash Surrender Value
		 of Life Insurance........................................................... 21,445
Change in Value
		 of Split Interest Agreements........................................26,062
TOTAL REVENUE...................................................1,709,453

EXPENSES

Program - Grants & Distributions...............................1,241,429
Program - Outreach......................................................... 141,627
Program - In-Kind Contribution
		 Legendary Lodge........................................................107,004
Fundraising.......................................................................20,846
Management & General.................................................. 119,579
TOTAL EXPENSES................................................ 1,630,485

$524,271
Parish Ministries
$288,026
Bishop's Pastoral Outreach
$118,279
Priestly Support
$101,667
Youth & Young Adult Ministry
$54,792
Other Diocesan Ministries
$58,434
Guatemala Mission
$66,412
Aid to the Needy/Social Justice
$29,549
Other (Non-Diocesan)

$1,241,429 Total Distributions

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets...................................78,968
Net Assets - Beginning of Year................................... 32,531,456
Net Assets - End of Year............................................. 32,610,424
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FINANCIAL
REPORT

SUMMARIZED STATEMENT OF
FINANCIAL POSITION

Fiscal Year 2021

Cash & Equivalents......................................................... 362,045
Investments.................................................................37,657,349
Pledges Receivable for Legendary Lodge................................0
Note Receivable.........................................................................0
Other Receivables........................................................... 182,100
Charitable Remainder Trusts...........................................677,131
Gift Annuities Held by Diocese......................................323,425
Legendary Lodge Land & Buildings,
		 Net of Depreciation..................................................3,330,195
Other Assets..........................................................................4,133
TOTAL ASSETS.....................................................42,536,378

$13,429,048
Parish Ministries
$9,525,019
Bishop's Pastoral Outreach
$6,740,435
Priestly Support
$2,502,376
Youth & Young Adult Ministry
$1,686,420
Other Diocesan Ministries
$1,637,997
Guatemala Mission
$1,470,174
Aid to the Needy/Social Justice
$870,229
Other (Non-Diocesan)
$542,903
Operations Reserve

$38,404,601 Total Net Assets

ASSETS

LIABILITIES

Grants & Endowment Distributions Payable............... 295,992
In-kind Contribution
		 of Legendary Lodge to Diocese.............................. 3,538,959
Gift Annuity Obligations................................................292,735
Other Payables.....................................................................4,091
TOTAL LIABILITIES...............................................4,131,777

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted - Operations..............................................362,903
Unrestricted - Board Designated....................................256,612
Unrestricted - Board Designated
		 for Legendary Lodge............................................... (215,907)
With Donor Restrictions.......................................... 38,000,993
TOTAL NET ASSETS........................................... 38,404,601
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS.................. 42,536,378

SUMMARIZED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
$406,903
Parish Ministries
$261,910
Bishop's Pastoral Outreach
$107,787
Priestly Support
$100,672
Youth & Young Adult Ministry
$36,178
Other Diocesan Ministries
$56,030
Guatemala Mission
$51,773
Aid to the Needy/Social Justice
$34,770
Other (Non-Diocesan)

$1,056,023 Total Distributions

REVENUE

Contributions.................................................................. 382,794
Investment Gains & Income....................................... 6,544,472
Miscellaneous Revenue.......................................................3,913
In-kind Contribution Revenue 		 Legendary Lodge......................................................... 113,453
Change in Cash Surrender Value
		 of Life Insurance................................................................908
Change in Value
		 of Split Interest Agreements...................................... 163,686
TOTAL REVENUE..................................................7,209,226

EXPENSES

Program - Grants & Distributions.............................. 1,056,023
Program - Outreach..........................................................114,151
Program - In-Kind Contribution
		 Legendary Lodge.........................................................106,518
Fundraising........................................................................ 18,312
Management & General................................................. 120,045
TOTAL EXPENSES................................................ 1,415,049
Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets............................... 5,794,177
Net Assets - Beginning of Year.................................. 32,610,424
Net Assets - End of Year............................................ 38,404,601
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Your Gift to Your Parish
Could Give You
40% in Tax Credits
Imagine if you gave a gift, and nearly half was returned
to you via tax credits. Would it change the way you give?
Montana is a unique state, committed to giving back to
its nonprofits through the Montana Endowment Tax
Credit. This piece of our tax code allows you to give to an
endowment through a planned gift (charitable annuity),
and then be able to claim a tax credit of 40% of the total
charitable gift. THAT’S AMAZING!

Planned Gift
vs.
Outright Gift
ASSUMING:
$10,000 Gift
24% Federal Tax Bracket
6.9% Montana Tax Bracket
66 & 65 Year Old Couple
CHOOSE A
PLANNED GIFT
Deferred Charitable
Gift Annuity
Charitable Gift*......... $9,082.93
Federal Deduction..... $1,307.94
Montana Deduction....$3,633.17
Total Tax Benefit......$4,941.11
Your Total Cost
of a $10,000.00 Gift:

$5,058.89

The second and most beautiful part, is that the gift you
give through an annuity will continue to pay annually
to the parish or ministry you are passionate about IN
PERPETUITY! It is literally the gift that keeps on giving
long after you have entered the pearly gates. This type of
gift recognizes that there will be times of feasting, and
times of famine in the future of the Church, but your
gift to Her will remain a constant. What if we all built
up our parish endowments in this way? What would
be possible?
On the right is an example of how a gift through an
annuity could benefit you and your Church.
Donate appreciated stock and your tax savings from
capital gains could be even more! The Foundation is able
to accept donations of cash, stock, real property, grain,
cattle and mineral rights. Reach out to us if you would
like to create a charitable annuity or discuss your options.
This is a tax illustration. You should always consult your tax advisor
to understand how this credit could best assist with your tax situation.
Each household is eligible for up to $10,000 Montana tax credit per
spouse ($20,000 total). If you gift stock with significant gains, it could
produce even more savings! The Montana Endowment Tax Credit is
only available in the year of the gift, and cannot be carried forward.

INSTEAD OF AN
OUTRIGHT GIFT
When Not Itemizing
Charitable Gift....... $10,000.00
Federal Deduction.......$300.00
Montana Deduction.....$690.00
Total Tax Benefit.......$990.00
Your Total Cost
of a $10,000.00 Gift:
$9,010.00
OR EVEN AN
OUTRIGHT GIFT
When Itemizing
Charitable Gift....... $10,000.00
Federal Deduction....$2,400.00
Montana Deduction.....$690.00
Total Tax Benefit.... $3,090.00
Your Total Cost
of a $10,000.00 Gift:
$6,910.00
* Annuities require the Foundation to
retain a portion of the gift for future
payout to the donor.
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Endowments at the Foundation
Each endowment at the Foundation is a beautiful story
of faith and generosity. If you would like to know more
about the purpose of each endowment or learn how to
initiate an endowment in your family’s name, please call
the Foundation at (406) 389-7050 or email Dan Thies at
dthies@diocesehelena.org.

Named Family Endowments

58

Named
Family
Endowments

70

Families have created named endowments for the benefit
of the parishes, missions, ministries and scholarships
that are close to their hearts.

Parish & Mission Endowments
The Foundation has an established endowment for each
parish and mission in our diocese.

Diocesan Endowments

Parish &
Mission
Endowments
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Diocesan
Endowments

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bishop’s Pastoral Outreach
Aid to the Needy
Apostolic Mission
Clergy Senior Status and Security Trust
Lay Ministry and Diaconate Training
Priestly Formation and Development
Seminarian Education
Spiritual Growth and Renewal

Catholic Ministries Endowments

7

Catholic
Ministries
Endowments

3

Youth &
Young Adult
Ministries

•
•
•
•
•

Catholic Social Services of MT Birthmothers
Good Samaritan Ministries & Thrift Store
Catholic Relief Services
Montana Catholic Conference
Sycamore Tree Contemplative Prayer Center

Youth and Young Adult Ministry
• Legendary Lodge (2 funds)
• Youth and Young Adult Ministry and Formation

Cemetery Endowments
•
•
•
•

4

Cemetery
Endowments

5

Catholic
School
Endowments
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Holy Cross Cemetery (Townsend)
St. Anne’s Catholic Cemetery (East Helena)
St. Richard Parish Cemetery (Columbia Falls)
Resurrection Cemetery (Helena)

Catholic School Endowments (Diocesan & Private)
•
•
•
•

St. Andrew School (Helena)
Divine Mercy Academy (Belgrade)
De LaSalle School (Browning)
St. Matthew School (Kalispell)

God Calls Us to Give
“In every way I have
shown you that by hard
work of that sort we must
help the weak, and keep
in mind the words of the
Lord Jesus who Himself
said, ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive.’”
~ Acts 20:35
The Lord asks us to
give. And giving is such an incredible blessing. I too, am
asking you to give and by giving to the Foundation for
the Diocese of Helena you are giving not only money,

FOUNDATION
STAFF
Daniel Thies

Executive Director
(406) 389-7051
dthies@diocesehelena.org

Charlotte McMilin

Bookkeeper
(406) 389-7052
cmcmilin@diocesehelena.org

Margaret Herriges

Administrative Assistant
(406) 389-7050
mherriges@diocesehelena.org

but the gift of faith to generations to come.
I am calling you to look at the type of gift you give. Spend
some time in prayer reflecting upon your gift. Please
consider a legacy gift for your parish, for seminarians and
priests. If you have three children, remember the Church
in your will as if She were a fourth child. Give from your
heart with prayers and thanksgiving.
Please pray for me. Rest assured you are in my prayers
as well.
In Christ, I am,

Bishop Austin. A. Vetter
Bishop of the Helena Diocese

Find us online

fdoh.org
15

PO Box 1729
Helena, MT 59624-1729

• Inspirational Stories — realize the difference your gifts can make for the people and places
throughout our diocese.

• Montana Tax Endowment Credit — discover how the Montana Tax Code benefits
Montanans AND their favorite charities when you make a planned gift;

• Endowments — explore the many options for donations that help build our faith;

• Grants — learn about grant timelines, how to apply, and past grant recipients;

A new logo and a new website with information about our work, types of donations and the motivation from the Spirit
who guides us. Go online for more information about the Foundation for the Diocese of Helena including:

[re] Introducing the Foundation Website, Too!

fdoh.org
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